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done was not done because he believed that it would
restore his health, but merely to divert himself.

This year he has shown more sincerity in his words,
and God has doubtless touched his heart. This win-
ter, when our Savages assembled in our cabin to offer
a public prayer on account of the malady, it was he
who showed the most faith and confidence in God;
therefore [237] it is yet for him and all his family to
feel the effects of this epidemic, which has spared
hardly any one.

On Ash Wednesday, he came to see the Father Su-
perior, and urgently asked him for Baptism; the Fa-
ther answered him that he was very glad to see him
so well disposed, but that, nevertheless, the matter
was so important that it well merited his giving it
serious thought for a few months more; during that
time, he took care to instruct him more minutely
than before in all that concerns our holy mysteries.
During the greater part of Lent, he came to see us
early every morning, and the Father instructed him
and narrated the Gospels for each day; he took great
pleasure therein, and the knowledge of these things
made him then conceive a high opinion of our Lord.
One day when the Father asked him if he firmly be-
lieved all that had been taught him, ‘‘ Yes indeed!’’
said he, ‘I believe it; I still have only some little
doubt about the information thou gavest me one day
that the Sky turns around the earth,— seeing [238]
that I have noticed that the Star 7/eandiiar does not
change its place "’ (he was speaking of the one we call
‘“the Polar’’); the Father satisfied him by showing
him that the apparent fixedness of this star was not
contrary to the movements of the Heavens.

But of all our mysteries, the one which has always



